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When Courbet traveled to Ornans in 1845, he discovered the gorge as a somewhat overgrown path,
accessible only on foot. Invited by the tourist office, Courbet made a painting of the site around that

time, perhaps the first of many that he would create. The one that is most famous was made at a
later date and is in the collection of the Bernheim-Jeune Museum in Paris. Letterboxd is an

independent service created by a small team, and we rely mostly on the support of our members to
maintain our site and apps. Please consider upgrading to a Pro account for less than a couple bucks

a month, youll get cool additional features like all-time and annual stats pages ( example ), the
ability to select (and filter by) your favorite streaming services, and no ads! This painting is thought
to be Courbet's earliest representation of the site, possibly dating to the late 1840s, perhaps around

the same time he made a pencil sketch in a letter dated 4 April 1845. That sketch, kept by the
Grands-Maitresse du canton de Trient, is now in the Museum Wittson in Trient. In the episode of

'Bates Motel' 'Pilot', we see a few scenes in the actual Loue, which is in the Swiss Alps. The village,
however, is a few miles from Courbet's gorge, which was where he went to paint the landscape.

Courbet traveled to Ornans in 1845, encountering a number of people on his visit, including a woman
who was the godmother of Courbet's daughter. It was this encounter that inspired Courbet to make

this painting. When Courbet exhibited this painting at the Exposition Universelle in 1855, he
identified the wooded gorge in the painting as Le ruisseau du Puits-noir, vallee de la Loue (Stream of
the Black Well, Valley of the Loue), a famous site near Ornans. Long interested in the natural history

of his region, including its geology, Courbet was scrupulously accurate in depicting the setting.
Freshly observed details and subtle paint manipulation place the National Gallery painting as the first

of several depictions of the site.
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